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“Few artists possess Dease's breadth of capabilities…rounded, 
resonant voicings create a distinctive sonic depth…Nothing feels 
ornamental or routine. The scope of preparatory work is 
unmistakable, and the outcome is remarkable.”     PARIS MOVE

Since Michael Dease's big band held their two-year monthly residency 
in Greenwich Village back in 2011, a lot has happened. That 
laboratory, where risk, renement, and reection forged the band's 
artistic identity, was the seed that needed to be returned to. Today's 
band, however, is not a reconstruction of that past, but a reimagining, 
channeling fresh vitality into the music while honoring the architectural 
rigor and improvisational daring that dened those earlier years. At the 
core is a dynamic ensemble of rising voices from Michigan State 
University, whose artistry and individuality bring urgency to this 
collection of music, featuring compositions by Dease, Gregg Hill and 
the classics, “Cherokee” and “Little Dave,” from Dease's major 
inuence, J.J. Johnson. “Return Trajectory” is not a direct return, but a 
continuation of the arc, guided by experience and propelled by the next 
generation.

RETURN TRAJECTORY
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michael DEASE
BIG BAND

1  You Know I Love You   5:52  
    (Michael Dease, arr. Dr. Javier Nero) 

2  Oasis   7:20   
    (Gregg Hill, arr. David Caffey) 

3  Cherokee   4:03   
   (Ray Noble, arr. Kyle Athayde)  

4  Shoreline 151   6:44   
 (Gregg Hill, arr. Chris Glassman)    

5  Up South    4:40   
  (Michael Dease)      

6  Little Dave   4:32   
    (J.J. Johnson) 

    

MICHAEL DEASE  
  trombone, baritone saxophone, conductor
WOODWINDS: 
  MASON REINHARDT / STEPHEN MICHAELS  (alto saxes) 
  PALOMA XIMENA / SHANE KARAS  (tenor saxes)
  ANDREW WITTMER  (baritone sax)
TROMBONES: AIDAN CLARK / MILES COLE 
  ELI HOWELL / ELISABETH SHAFER (bass)
TRUMPETS: SCOTT BELCK / JOEL REAVES 
  ELI RACHLIN / ANDREW BROWN 
RHYTHM: 
  MAX GAGE  piano
  JONATHAN HILLIARD  bass 
  SAM MELKONIAN  drums 
  ZACH SOMMERFELD  guitar
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SPECIAL GUESTS: 
ERENA TERAKUBO  alto saxophone
DENNIS ADU  flugelhorn


